Building a Root View Box

Using the diagram below you can create an educational structure for your garden or classroom. Attach 2 - five
foot, two by fours to the sides of the box to mount it in the garden or place your box on a table top. It is a good
idea to treat wood with a wood preserving oil such as tung oil before filling with solil. Fill to the top with a mixture
of half garden soil and half compost or use a potting soil mix. Plant seeds right up against the glass. Keep moist
but not soggy and watch your seeds sprout and roots grow.

Build with 1 inch redwood or
exterior grade plywood.

12 to 30 inches

Use 1/4 round molding or
cut slots in the ends to hold
wood. Make sure your
window is at an angle so the

roots will make contact with
window as they grow down.
8 to 10
inches
ok R = Hinge a panel to make the

window light tight. Roots will
6to8 not grow against the window
inches if there is light “leaking” in.
Drill holes in the bottom What To Plant
board for drainage Large seeds such as beans make for good germination viewing. Fava or

bell beans develop easy to see root nodules that are used for nitrogen
fixation. Rainbow chard and nigella plants have colored roots. which

(c) 2004 Life Lab Science Program make for interesting viewing. Plant a variety of seeds and compare the
different root structures.
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